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Abstract

This study is situated within corpus-based discourse analysis and provides a critical discussion

on China in the Russian mainstream media RIA Novosti during the COVID-19 epidemic. The paper
analyzes RIA Novosti’s reports on China during the pandemic COVID-19. The authors use Fairclough’s
Three-Dimensional Model to explore the discourse representations of RIA Novosti’s reports on China
during the epidemic and thus uncover the attitudes and stances of the Russian media and social
cognition. The authors come to conclusion that RIA Novosti shows great concern about China during
the pandemic by focusing on the epidemic itself and its impact. Additionally, Russian reports reflect
the stages of China’s fight against the pandemic objectively, truthfully, and comprehensively.

RIA Novosti holds a positive attitude towards China’s efforts to fight the epidemic. The study
broadens the perspective of academic study of COVID-19 pandemic coverage in China from foreign
media and enriches empirical research in Russian.
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Kpurnueckuu guckypc-aHaaus caura PUA Hoeocmu

Xyait JItoit', FOansw0anb Yskan®
XalHaHbCKUM YHUBEPCUTET. Xankoy, Kurain

Pykomnuchk nosydeHa: 5 ceHrsiops 2022 | IlepecmorpeHa: 10 Hos6pst 2022 | [Tpunsra: 28 Hos6ps 2022

AHHOTaLU4

B xonue 2019 ropa nangemust COVID-19 napanusosana Kuraii 1 ctana camoit 06CyX1aeMoi TeMoi

B MupoBbIx CMI. B aT0i1 paboTe aHaMn3upyoTCs penopTraxku o nanaemun COVID-19 B Kutae

ot PMA HoBoctu. O6bEKTOM UCCIIENOBAHMS BLICTYIAIOT AUCKYPCUBHBIE PEIIPE3EHTALMN U YCTAHOBKU
B ocBeleHnn poccunickumn CMHU nanpemun COVID-19 B Kutae. ABTOpbI aHaIM3UPYIOT HOBOCTHBIE
TEKCTBI 110 TPEM MapaMeTpam: TEKCT, TMCKyPCUBHAS MTPaKTUKa U COLMAIbHAS IPaKTUKA. VIHCTpy-
MEHTOM aHaJIn3a BbICTyIaeT TpéxmepHas Mogesb H. ®apkiio. VcenenoBaHue oKasasuo, YTO POCCUI-
ckre CMI 06beKTUBHBI U TIPABAYBbI B OTHOLIEHUM KUTAMCKUX COOBITUI, OHU MOJIOKUTEBHO OTHO-
csitest K yewusam Kurast 1o 6opebe ¢ nanpemuert COVID-19 u noctynupyiort, yto Kutaii npoze-
MOHCTPHPOBAJI IIO3UTHBHBIN 1 OTBETCTBEHHBIN 110AX0H, B 60pL6e ¢ nangemuert COVID-19. Mccneno-
BaHUE paclIMpseT NEPCIIEKTUBY aKaJleMUYECKOIo U3y4eHus ocseueHus nanagemmun COVID-19

B Kurae ot 3apy6eskHpix CMU 1 oboraiaeTt sMIIMpHUYecKre UCC/IeJOBaHNs HA PyCCKOM SI3bIKE.

KiiroueBbie c10Ba

IVCKypC-aHaus; Tp€xmepHas mogenb; PYA Hosocty; nangemus COVID-19; pennopraxk o Kurae
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Introduction

One of the most important international events of 2020 can rightly be consid-
ered the outbreak of pandemic COVID-19, and within months it had spread around
the world. Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, Russia and China have
reliably joined forces to combat the spread of the coronavirus infection. With
the promotion of Russia-China comprehensive strategic cooperation of partner-
ship, the media in the Russian Federation are devoting great attention to China.
RIA Novosti is one of Russia’s largest media outlets, promptly disseminating news
on events in Russia and the world. Thus it is important to analyse reports
on the RIA Novosti website as language material and scientifically appreciate
the political positions it professes.

Review of the related research

Critical discourse analysis (CDA) is a type of discourse analytic study that
examines and analyses written and spoken texts to identify discursive sources of
power, dominance, inequality, and bias and has the characteristics of qualitative
research. Ruth Wodak defines it as “an interdisciplinary approach to the study of
language from a critical perspective” to examine “linguistic behaviour in natural
speech situations of social significance” (Wodak &Meyer, 2009) Discourse analysis,
according to T. Van Dijk, has its own history and its own approach, which is not only
interdisciplinary, but also independent. (Van Dijk, 1997, 125) Corpus Linguistics (CL)
is based on a large number of real texts; it draws conclusions using probabilistic and
statistical methods and has the characteristics of quantitative research. Michael
Stubbs, in “Text and Corpus Analysis: Computer Assisted Studies of Language and
Culture”, argues that even the simple tools of corpus linguistics can help uncover
basic ideologies, advancing the process of dialogue between critical discourse anal-
ysis and corpus linguistics (Stubbs, 1990, 45).

In China, research into the combination of corpus linguistics and critical
discourse analysis began relatively late, and the early focus was on theoretical intro-
duction and review. Qian Yufang presented how corpus technology can be effec-
tively used in critical discourse analysis research (Qian, 2010, 198-202). Xin Bin and
Gao Xiaoli outlined the trend and dynamics of critical discourse analysis at home
and abroad and found that domestic scholars have noticed the research trend of
combining corpus linguistics and critical discourse analysis (Xin & Gao, 2013, 1-16).
Zhang Ruihua and Li Shunran analysing Chinese sources and development trends,
proved that there are relatively few theoretical results of domestic research
in this field, while empirical research accounts for most of it. (Zhang & Li, 2020).
Domestic empirical research is mainly based on this theory for discourse analysis of
relevant corpuses, such as government reports, media discourses and political
speeches, for image construction of countries, business, cities and organizations,
as well as discursive construction of individuals and specific group research.
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Looking back at existing studies, it is easy to find that one of the main objects
of critical discourse analysis research is the discourse of news reporting. Thompson
J. B. believes that the analysis of ideology in modern society should pay full attention
to the nature and Influence of “mass media” Central role in the production and
dissemination of ideology (Thompson, 1990). At present, however, there are not
many studies devoted to the discursive analysis of relevant news messages during
the New Crown epidemic, and the construction of China’s image within relevant
studies in this field is even rarer.

Kang Zhe takes RIA Novosti’s reports on the “One Belt, One Road” initiative as
the object of study and analyses the current situation in Russia. It is established that
the Russian media spoke positively about the initiative “One Belt, One Road” and
considered it a dream of many nations to revive the Great Silk Road, a manifestation
of great power consciousness and responsibility of China, a catalyst of Eurasian
integration, and a new order in international relations (Kang, 2018, 74). Gao Jinping
and Liu Shutong selected reports on the COVID-19 pandemic in China from
the media of six Western countries and found that as the epidemic situation
in China changed, the attitude of Western mainstream public opinion towards
China changed from positive to negative several times (Gao & Liu, 2020, 98).

In short, corpus-based methods of discourse analysis proceed from objective
data, which helps to eliminate subjective interference. At present, although corpus-
based research on domestic critical discourse analysis began late, it has developed
rapidly in recent years, and research horizons and ideas have been diversified.
Nevertheless, there are still few studies on critical discourse analysis in this field
that focus on news reports during the COVID-19 epidemic, and the relevant studies
are mostly based on media reports in both Chinese and English, which can enrich
empirical research on Russian corpus in this field.

Goals and methods of research

The aim of the paper is to examine the discourse features of news texts and
their political positions on the example of reporting on the website of RIA Novosti
about China during the COVID-19 pandemic and to analyse the national image of
China created by RIA Novosti in the news discourse. The main research method is
Critical Discourse-Analysis. At different stages of the empirical study, we apply
N. Fairclough’s Three-Dimensional Model. The reliability and validity of the results
and conclusions are ensured by the complex approach to the study of texts,
combining qualitative and quantitative methods of its analysis, a broad theoretical
basis of scientific work and high efficiency of the empirical material. The relevance
of this research lies in the consideration of the object under new conditions.
The study is based on new linguistic data material, all obtained from the Russian
official media RIA Novosti. The research methodology is innovative, combining
corpus linguistics, critical discourse analysis and N. Fairclough’s three-dimensional
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model to make the research findings more comprehensive and convincing for all
readers.

Theoretical foundations of the study

Critical discourse analysis (CDA) is a type of discourse analysis that begins by
examining how texts and discourses contain, reproduce, replicate and reject abuses
of social power, social domination and inequality in political and social contexts.
CDA is firmly embedded in the contemporary research paradigm of the humanities.
At the core of CDA there is a certain concept of critique interpreted as a purposeful,
conscious identification, description and explanation of the order of discursive
reproduction of social relations, in particular relations of domination and subordi-
nation (Kozhemyakin, 2015, 5).

Discourse analysis, according to T. Van Dijk, is a discipline in its own right.
Discourse as structure and process attempts to separate discourse analysis from
other disciplines. Discourse analysis has its own history and its own approach,
which is not only interdisciplinary, but also independent (Van Dijk, 1997, 125). Critical
discourse analysis should consider and explain as a parameter the features of social
interaction and social structure. T. Van Dijk defines discourse as text or speech
in a social context, local and global (Van Dijk, 1985, 206). N. Fairclough argues that
any analysis of discourse and discourse is three-dimensional, namely, it has three
dimensions: text, discourse practice and sociocultural practice, and that text exists
in discourse practice and discourse practice exists in sociocultural practice. N. Fair-
clough identifies the following main positions: CDA deals with socio-political issues.
The relationship between text and society is mediated. Discourse analysis is inter-
pretative and descriptive. CDA conceptualizes language as a form of social practice
(Fairclough, 1995, 93).

Research results

The study used the LexisNexis database to gather information on RIA Novosti’s
coverage of China during the COVID-19 pandemic from January 2020 to October
2021. The search terms «kopoHaBupyc» (“coronavirus”) and «Kurait» (“China”) were
used, and news sources were restricted to RIA Novosti, extracted and uploaded.
The corpus consisted of 12,260 news articles containing 2,013,340 tokens and
570,607 types. The standard class/token ratio (STTR) was 21.32. In this study,
we analyse critical discourse using AntConc 3.5.7 W corpus analysis software, while
the critical discourse was analysed using thematic analysis.

Let us now examine the corpus of RIA Novosti publications at the text level,
paying special attention to such indicators as thematic words, word combinations
and index strings, which together constitute the textual features of the corpus.
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Keywords

In corpus analysis, words that occur with high frequency in one or more texts
are called keywords. Keywords can be used to identify features of a given category
of text or theme. The AntConc corpus analysis software analyses and clears the text
and simultaneously accesses the Russian national corpus to produce a list of
thematic terms. After entering the vocabulary of disambiguation features, sorted by
topic in descending order, the first 100 thematic words are selected and
combined. The analysis shows that the key words of the new RIA Novosti report
on the COVID-19 pandemic related to China can be divided into four categories,
as shown in Table 3-1.

The first category is virus descriptions, accounting for 21.90%. The term ‘coro-
navirus’ is specified precisely to refer to a virus; from example 1 we can see that the
vocabulary of descriptions of virus characteristics and routes of infection has grad-
ually evolved from unknown to clear and transparent. Words such as new, unknown,
contagious, infectious, epidemic, person-to-person, asymptomatic, etc.

Number Semantic Thematic words Frequency
component (%)
1 Coronavirus and In Russian: 21.90

its characteristics kKopoHaBupyc, THEBMOHUSI, BUPYC, BO3OYOUTEIIb,
00J1€3Hb, IAHJ,EMUSI, BUPYCOJIOTHS, 3apa>KEHNS,
HOBBIH, SIIUAEMUS, Ne3UH(DOPMAIIUSs], CUMITTOM,
HEeNn3BECTHO, OT YE€JIOBEKA K LIeJ'IOBeKy',
6eCCHMIITOMHBIN, MH(PEKLUS, 33pa3HOCTb

Translation:

coronavirus, pneumonia, virus, pathogen,
disease, pandemic, virology, infection, new,
epidemic, misinformation, symptom, unknown,
person to person, asymptomatic, infection,

contagion
2 Progress and In Russian: 12.00
consequences BCIIBIIIKA, BO3HUK, 3200J1€BIINIA, peiic, 60pb0a,

[IPOUCXOXIeHNE, YyCTAHOBUTD,
MOJIOKUTEJIbHBIN, CKOHYAThCH,
pacrpocTpaHeHue, MeXIyHapOIHbII

Translation:

outbreak, emerged, disease, flight, fight,
origins, establish, positive, decease, spread,
international
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In Russian: 3.90
3 Prevention and 3 paBOOXpaHEHVe, [IPUOCTAaHOBUTD, IIPUBUTD,
control measures CO3HaTEJIbHO, KAPAHTUHHbIE MEPBHI,
HEO0X0MIMO, ITPEBEHTUBHBIN, KAPDAHTHH,
BaKUMHALMs

Translation:

health, suspend, inoculate, conscious,
quarantine measures, necessary, preventive,
quarantine, vaccination

4 Highlights In Russian: 28.70
Kuran, CIIA, KHP, YxaHb, KUTaiCK1ii, [ OHKOHT,
PO, dnouus, INekun, BO3, Makao, TaiiBaHb,
aMepuKaHcKasi, Xy6ail, rpakaH, TYPUCT,
9KcnepT, Hapoa, MI]I, criennanuct, pe3ngeHT,
Tpam, [Tomnieo, opraHusanysi, KOMIIAHUS,
MUHUCTEPCTBO, IIPaBUTEIbCTBO

Translation:

China, US, PRC, Wuhan, Chinese, Hong Kong,
Russia, Japan, Beijing, WHO, Macau, Taiwan,
US, Hubei, citizens, tourist, expert, people,
Foreign Ministry, specialist, President, Trump,
Pompeo, organisation, company, ministry,
government

Table 1. List of keywords in RIA Novosti stories related to China during
the COVID-19 pandemic

Sample 1
In Russian:

ITo coobuenuio LlenTpanbHOro TeneBunenus: Kuras, BCIIBINIKY BUPYCHON THEBMOHUU
HEU3BECTHOT'O ITPOUCXOKIEHMs, HOBbIN BUJ, KopoHaBupyca. [1o maHHbIM lleHTpasnb-
HOro TeseBuAeHus Kutas, IpuYnMHON 3TON HEOODBSICHUMOM BCIIBIIKU ITHEBMOHUU
SIBJIIETCSI HOBBIV TUII KOPOHaBUpyca. B pesysbrare 4 yenoseka ymepau (The first case
of death, 2020).

Translation:

China Central Television is reporting a viral pneumonia outbreak of unknown origin,
a new type of coronavirus. According to China Central Television, the cause of this
unexplained pneumonia outbreak is a new type of coronavirus. As a result, four
people have died.

The second category describes progress and impact of the epidemic,
accounting for 12%. As shown in Table 1, words such as outbreak, origin, spread,
decease, international, and chronology of Chinese reports reflecting the epidemic
situation have been reported continuously; as shown in Case Study 2, the use of

125



Galactica Media: Journal of Media Studies. 2023. No 1| ISSN: 2658-7734
Menua u xxypHanuctuka | https: //doi.org/10.46539 /gmd.v5i1.331

precise and concise numerical expressions can show the validity and completeness
of the report in Russian.

Sample 2
In Russian:
Bermpimka HOBOTO THIIAa KOPOHaBUpPyca Hayajach B KOHIE nekabpsi. Obiiee 4ucio

3apak€HHbBIX HAa TEPPUTOPUM MaTepuKkoBoro Kuras gocrurmio 2835, u3 Hux 81 ckoH4a -
suck (Pompeo accused China, 2020).

Translation:

An outbreak of a new type of coronavirus began in late December. The total number
of those infected in mainland China has reached 2,835, 81 of whom have died.

The third category is the description of COVID-19 pandemic prevention and
control, which accounts for 3.9%. According to example 3 and example 4, we can
find that RIA Novosti accurately reported China’s anti-epidemic measures such as
suspension, deliberate, quarantine, quarantine measures, prevention, vaccination,
etc.

Sample 3

In Russian:

Kurait n3-3a KOpoHaBMpycCa CyLIECTBOBAJ B YCJIOBHUSIX ITIOBCEMECTHOIO KapaHTHHA U
CTpOrux OI‘paHI/I‘-IeHI/Iﬁ JJINTEJIBHOCTBIO B MECHI, 00JIeE3Hb BHECJIA H3MEHEHUS

B IIPUBBIYHBIN 00pa3 XU3HU U pacnopsnok padorst (China hid coronavirus data,
2020).

Translation:

China, because of the coronavirus, has been under widespread quarantine and strict
one-month restrictions; the disease has changed the way people live and work.

Sample 4
In Russian:
Kurait HamepeBasics MNpUBATb OT KOpOHaBUpyca 50 MUJUIMOHOB 4e€JIOBEK

no kurarickoro Hosoro ropa, koropeii B 2021 romy ormedancs 12 ¢despais
(Chaplygina, 2020).

Translation:

China intended to instil 50 million people against the coronavirus before the Chinese
New Year, which in 2021 was celebrated on 12 February.

The fourth category is highlights, accounting for 28.7%. In terms of location,
the Russian media showed a high degree of attention to areas with relatively serious
epidemics. Among these, news about Wuhan made up the majority, as shown in
Case Study 5, followed by Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan. In terms of characters,
most reports cited the Chinese government and experts, as shown in example 6, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) and former US President Trump and Secretary of
State Pompeo’s statement, among them experts and governments are more
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frequently cited, making the reports more political and professional and having
a greater impact on the audience.

Sample 5
In Russian:
B koHue mekabps 2019 roga KutaiicKue BIACTH COOOIIMIIN O BCIBIIIKE HEU3BECTHOTO

IIPOUCXOXIEHUs B ropojie YxaHe (Beijing told about assistance to other countries,
2020).

Translation:

In late December 2019, Chinese authorities reported an outbreak of unknown origin
in the city of Wuhan.

Sample 6
In Russian:
KI/ITaI‘/‘I, KOTOprI/“I BOCCTAQHABJIMBAETCA IIOCJIE OJOIINIEMUN KOpOHaBI/IpyCH, MOJKET

LOCTHYb IOJIOXKUTENBHOrO pocrta BBII mo mroram 2020 ropa, 3asiBUjl B MHTEPBbLIO
PUA HoBoctu npodeccop Anekcanap Jlatku (Dakhnovsky, 2020).

Translation:

China, recovering from a coronavirus epidemic, could achieve positive GDP growth
by the end of 2020, Professor Alexander Latkin told RIA Novosti.

Collocation

The concept of collocation was first introduced by J. R. Firth. Collocation is
an isolated concept, meaning certain words in a language that tend to be used
together. By extracting and analysing the words that have an exceptional frequency
in a discourse and the words or groups of words that are matched to them, it is
possible to identify the theme of the discourse and the set of words that express
this theme. In order to analyse collocations more effectively, ‘collocativity’ has been
proposed. In order to trace the attitude of RIA Novosti towards the prevention and
containment of a new epidemic of coronavirus pneumonia by the Chinese govern-
ment, this study selected the frequent subject term ‘government’ to further analyse
the relationship between government and its collocations. The value of MI, a classic
method for calculating the strength of word combinations provided by WordSmith
Tools, developed by M. Scott, was used to identify related word combinations.

As shown in Table 2, through the analysis of the choice of words with higher
strength of combination, it was found that the words with higher correlation with
government are ‘prompt, correspond, win, effective’ and other words. The positive
semantics of this evaluative vocabulary are more prominent and make up the posi-
tive rhyme of the discourse.
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1 1 0 1 10.55915 CKpLIRaTs
' (to hide)
2 1 0 1 9.55915 OneparueHo
(promptly)
3 1 1 0 8.55915 CooraeTerBis
(correspondencies)
4 2 1 1 7.45423 Iobena
(victory)
5 3 1 2 7.03919 npenHaMepeHHO
(Intentionally)
SPdexkTuBHO
6 3 0 3 6.45423 (efficiently)

Table 2. Collocations of the word combination with the word ‘government’ in reports from RIA
Novosti about China during the COVID-19 pandemic

However, there are also negative words such as ‘hide’ and ‘intentionally.
By reconstructing the key words in the text, it can be seen that all the above-
mentioned negative words are taken from RIA Novosti referring to American
reports. Unlike the Russian media, the US media shows a serious tendency to delib-
erately discredit China and reinforce a negative image of China.

Sample 7

In Russian:

JomxHocTtHele nuua CIIA cuyuTatoT, yTo KuTtail CKpbla MacimTabbl BCIIBIILIKM HOBOTO
THUIla KOPOHAaBUPYyCa U CTEIIE€HbL €I0 3apa3HOCTH, YTOOBI 3aITaCTUCh TOBapaMu M€ -

IIMHCKOI'O HaszHa4yeHWs], MPEeNoCTaBiseT areHTCTBO Accomuaiiten [Ipecc (Associated
Press: China Hid Coronavirus Data, 2020).
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Translation:

US officials believe China concealed the extent of an outbreak of a new type of coro-
navirus and its degree of contagiousness in order to stockpile medical supplies,
the Associated Press reports.

Sample 8
In Russian:
Jupexkrop llenTpa anHanmu3a cTpaTeruii u TexHosiorui Pycnan IlyxoB 3asaBui

PVA HoBocTH, YTO AOKJaT, ‘ANbsiHCA TISITU I71a3’' TOBOPUT O COKpbITHM Kutaem nHdop -
mauuy, a He ¢akros (Chaplygina, 2020).

Translation:

Ruslan Pukhov, director of the Centre for Strategy and Technology Analysis, told
RIA Novosti that The Five Eyes (FVEY) report suggests China is withholding informa-
tion, not facts.

It is clear from Sample 7 and Sample 8 that the US is ignoring the Chinese
government’s efforts to combat the epidemic and deliberately discrediting China,
but the RIA Novosti report insists on starting from the truth and maintaining
a rational and objective approach in the face of hot-button issues. A stance ques-
tioning the deliberate slander and malicious propaganda of the United States was
a rare true voice in the general chorus of public opinion when the West collectively
discredited China at the time.

Concordance

A concordance is a string of text of a given length, showing the use of a word
in context. The most common form of word concordance is called KWIC (keyword
in context). The function of corpus concordance has a number of ways to help
interpret the speaker-writer relationship. In this study, the frequent subject term
China was chosen as the search term and ten left and right word concordances
(L10/R10) were extracted with the search term in the centre. A total of 499 lines of
concordances allows us to intuitively explore the attitude and position of
RIA Novosti on China’s fight against the pandemic reflected in these discourses.
Through preliminary analysis, it was found that China usually expresses location
and it is often used with the prepositions “in, on, from, for, etc” And it is also used
for specific names of organisations; ‘China’ is also frequently used as a subject of
action, often with ‘to reveal, to direct, to launch, to inform, etc’ For more intuitive
and effective observation, this study uses only “China” as the main index string,
as shown in Table 3. The table also confirms the conclusion reached by the colloca-
tion analysis, and it indicates that the Russian media is objective and rational about
reporting on the COVID-19 pandemic in China.
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Number Keyword Mention index

1 China BBISIBUII 9 CJIyyaeB KOpOHaBUpYyca U 4 6©CCUMIITOMHBIX
(identified 9 cases of coronavirus and 4 asymptomatic)

2 China CYIIECTBYET B yCJIOBUSIX [IOBCEMECTHOTO KapaHTHHA U
CTPOTUX OTPaHUYEHUN
(exists in an environment of widespread quarantine and
strict restrictions)

3 China CKPbIBaJI CUTyaLUIO C KOPOHABUPYCOM
(covered up the coronavirus situation)

4 China aKTUBHO 60peTCsl C KOPOHABUPYCOM
(is actively fighting the coronavirus)

5 China HaIpaBUJI CBOMX MEOUIIMHCKUX DKCIEPTOB B MpaH,
Wpak

(sent its medical experts to Iran, Iraq)

6 China TMOCTaBUJI IIOMOIIb B BUJE€ MEOU3NETINN
(put aid in the form of medical supplies)

7 China KPYIIHENIIN TOProBbuii napTHEp Poccun
(Russia’s largest trading partner)

Table 3. Matching lines for ‘China’ in reports from RIA Novosti
about China during the COVID-19 pandemic

Sample 9
In Russian:

Kutaii 3a cyTKu BBISIBUJ JE€BATh CJy4aeB KOPOHABUPYCA U YETBHIPEX OECCUMIITOMHBIX
HocuTeseil, U3 OOJIbHULL BbIIMCANY 27 NIALIUEHTOB, CIEAYET U3 COOOIIEHUIN TOCKOMU -
TeTa 1o 3apasooxpaHennio KHP (Ratkoglo, 2021).

Translation:

China identified nine cases of coronavirus and four asymptomatic carriers
in 24 hours, and 27 patients were discharged from hospitals, according
to National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China.

Sample 10
In Russian:

Kurait HanpaBuii CBOMX MEOVLIMHCKUX 3KCIIepTOB B MpaH, Mpak, Utanuto, rae crieny-
aJIUCThl eIUJIMCh CBOMM OIIBITOM TaKKe MIOCPENICTBOM BUIEOKOH(EpEeHIUil C PAIOM
crpasd u BO3.

Translation:

China sent its medical experts to Iran, Iraq and Italy, where experts also shared their
experience through videoconferences with a number of countries and the WHO.
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Sample 11
In Russian:
Kurait - kpynHenmuil Toproseiii naptHép Poccun - B 2020 rogy He JOIYCTHII 3HAYM -

TEJIbHOTO IMaJileHusI ABYCTOPOHHero ToBapoobopoTa. [locne crapa, BbI3BAHHOTO
snuIeMuel, OH CHOBA BbIIIeJ Ha TpaeKTopuio pocrta B 2021 roxy (Ratkoglo, 2021).

Translation:

China, Russia’s largest trading partner, has avoided a significant drop in bilateral
trade in 2020. After a downturn caused by the epidemic, it is back on a growth trajec-
tory in 2021

Analysing Table 3 and Samples 9 and 10, we found that RIA Novosti pays atten-
tion to the real-time dynamics of the epidemic situation in China and the number of
confirmed cases and asymptomatic infections of the new coronavirus, during which
isolation control and other timely reporting took place; RIA Novosti objectively
assessed the US media’s belief that China was covering up reports of the new coro-
navirus; RIA Novosti believes the US views are false; RIA Novosti treats China as if
the efforts made to combat the epidemic have generated a positive attitude, and
positive reports on China’s fight against the epidemic made up the majority of
all reports, such as “China sends medical experts to other countries, donates
medicines, etc” As it is shown in sample 11, RIA Novosti also highlights issues such
as the direction of cooperation between Russia and China in trade, energy and
other economic areas after the epidemic. Russia is positive about Sino-Russian
cooperation in the post-epidemic era and has stated that opportunities and chal-
lenges coexist.

Discursive practice analysis

This kind of analysis is conducted in terms of sources and paraphrasing,
focusing on the relationship between texts and discursive practices, namely
the “production”, “dissemination” and “reception” of texts. Sources are divided into
concrete and definitive sources, implicit and unspoken sources, and sources that
appear to be true but are not. In order to ensure the credibility of the story,
the media rarely select sources that are untrue. Giving readers the opportunity
to hear the voices of different people, directly or indirectly, is the most important
goal of news reporters using paraphrased speech (Gale, 2010).

Xin Bin has classified sources into six categories: party and government agen-
cies, journalists and media, experts and academics, social groups, companies and
ordinary people. In our study, the target texts are found in concrete and definite
sources (80.74%) and implicit and indefinite sources (14.29%), with a smaller number
of sources (4.97%) being true or untrue. Choosing reliable sources helps to increase
trust in the news.

As can be seen from the examples, the specific and accurate sources of infor-
mation in the target corps are mainly government leaders, the Foreign Ministry
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Spokespersons, due to the fact that the government usually occupies the main
channel for releasing and disseminating information, and can often exert varying
degrees of influence on other channels as well. In addition, the Russian media also
prefer to select journalists, experts and academics as sources, and the information
is generally objective and realistic, with more positive commentary, which makes
the coverage political and professional and has a greater impact on the audience
and society, whereas the corresponding negative comments and messages come
from the quoted US media.

Discourse analysis and social practice

Critical discourse analysis advocates combining linguistic analysis with social
analysis, so that the social analysis of news discourse is combined with a specific
political and economic context.

Politically, China’s international discourse has intensified significantly in recent
years. As Russia is a friendly partner of China, the position of the Russian media is
inevitably influenced by the ideology of that country, and objective news coverage
related to the epidemic in China is also a way to show recognition and respect for
the Chinese government and to present a positive and proactive image of China’s
fight against the epidemic in its reporting on China. Economically, in order
to contain the spread of the coronavirus, the Russian government has been forced
to close the borders, restrict the movement of people and detain trade. As a result,
economic growth in Russia has slowed. Now most Russian economic experts say
economic growth is slowing down because of the new coronavirus pandemic.
Russia’s economic performance is declining rapidly, they say, but the negative
impact is not just on Russia’s economy but on the world economy as a whole.

According to the three-dimensional concept of discourse, all types of
discourse are essentially social practices subservient to particular ideologies. Crit-
ical analysis of discourse cannot be separated from analysis of its social practices
at the macro level. The section explains the specific findings of Russian media based
on the attributes of social practices in reporting on China-related epidemics.

Conclusion

Based on the theory of Critical discourse analysis, following descriptive statis-
tics on 12,260 reports of COVID-19 epidemics in China on the RIA Novosti website,
it was found that the sample news has the following main characteristics.

In terms of quoting sources, the official RIA Novosti uses a variety of informa-
tion sources and pays attention to the balance between official and unofficial
sources. Chinese governments, companies, experts and media outlets can be
sources of information for RIA Novosti. It disseminates discourse on China from
different perspectives in order to achieve “full listening and understanding” and
helps the Russian audience to form a more complete picture of the epidemic situa-
tion in China and even of China’s image. In addition, RIA Novosti has picked up
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a large amount of news published by the Chinese government and Chinese media,
giving China more of a voice.

In terms of describing trends, most RIA Novosti reviews are neutral, reflecting
the facts truthfully and objectively, and they do not influence public perceptions and
judgements. This is due to the concise expositing of RIA Novosti news essays: they
rarely add the reporter’s subjective opinion to the news information. Other papers
document China’s contribution to the global fight against the epidemic.
In the context of global counter-epidemic cooperation, what is important is that
compared to some Western media outlets using the epidemic to discredit China and
confuse audiences, these positive and neutral RIA Novosti statements can to some
extent balance international public opinion and make useful attempts to break
the current imbalance in the strength of international discourse.

However, due to the only corpus source used in this study, the limited number
of corpus, only one choice of medium and the short time period, the results of
the study still need to be tested on a wider range of material. Prospects for future
research could focus on a dynamic assessment of the COVID-19 pandemic
in China by other Russian media (such as Russia Today and TASS) over a longer
period of time.
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